
Edwards Secures Funding to Help Texas A&M Continue Vital Agricultural Research

$18.4 Million for 24 Agrilife Programs That Protect Food Supply, Family Farms & Economy

  

(WASHINGTON) - Congressman Chet Edwards announced that vital agricultural research at
Texas A&M University will be bolstered by federal funds he included in the final 2010 Agriculture
Appropriations bill, which passed the House by a bipartisan vote of xxx to xxx. At the request of
Congressman Edwards, Texas A&M Agrilife Research and Agrilife Extension received a total of
$18.4 million for 24 research programs under the House bill.

"The innovative agriculture research at Texas A&M plays a key role in ensuring that Americans
have access to the safest, low cost food supply in the world, and these important programs will
help protect family farms, provide training ranges for Fort Hood soldiers, and support our
economy," said Edwards, a senior member of the Appropriations Committee.

Specifically, Edwards supported the inclusion of $18.4 million for 24 farming, forestry and
animal health research programs for the Texas A&M System under the bill. The funding will
support research programs for Texas A&M including a study of the effects of the Farm Bill on
regional farming communities, research to eliminate pathogens from food and water without
chemicals, livestock and dairy policy research, the sustainability of irrigation in rural
communities, and restoration of training acreage for soldiers at Fort Hood among others.

  

"We greatly appreciate Congressman Edwards' support for programs of Agrilife Research and
Agrilife Extension. He is a true friend Texas A&M and Texas agriculture. These programs will
allow Texas agriculture producers to remain competitive in a global market by targeting
research priorities which benefit Texas while preserving Texas natural resources ," said Dr.
Mark Hussey, Vice Chancellor and Dean, Agriculture and Life Sciences.

  

Other notable provisions in the bill include assistance for the nation's small dairy farmers who
are struggling due to historically low prices and a provision that aims to open up trade
opportunities for American producers by allowing the USDA to audit Chinese chicken facilities.

  

The final bill is expected to pass the Senate, and be signed into law by the president.
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